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 A Message from your Business Open Golf Committee: 
The weather is improving and thoughts now turn to outdoor    
activities (finally).  With that in mind, be sure to put the 7th      
Annual Montana Ambassadors Business Open  on your summer 
calendar!   
 
This year’s event will be held again at the premier Jack Nicklaus 
Old Works course in Anaconda, MT on August 18th.  Join friends 
and colleagues from Business, Government and Education for 
an event filled day of networking and golf.     
 
You will find a personal invitation from the Governor and registration form in this       
newsletter.  Let’s make this year’s event the biggest and best yet.    
 
Remember, this is not a members only event.  If you have associates or business        
relationships with others that you would like to see take part in the event, please extend 
an invitation to them. See you at the Fairmont Social the evening of the 17th and at the 
Old Works on August 18th! 

Dale Mahugh, Chair; Heather Bellamy, Lisa Perry,  

Jackie Williams and Chantel McCormick 

 
Golf Gossip says….. 
     “Chicks with Sticks” will be back! 
 
As this is the 7th year for the Montana Business 
Open, several teams have made it a tradition to 
join the tournament every year.  Team names 
are becoming familiar—as well as fun.  Here are 
a few favorites: 

Chicks with Sticks 

Hi-Line Hackers 

Pro-Fun Tour 

Baby Boomers 

Grizzly Grinders 
 
Start a tradition and bring your team. 

Dale Mahugh 

Longtime Tournament Chair 

Chicks with Sticks 
Left to Right: Lisa Perry, Melanie Schwarz,  

Carol Donaldson and Vicki Judd   

Don’t Golf?  Don’t Worry!  Join us for the Fairmont Social at 
6:00pm on August 17th and catch this wonderful networking op-
portunity with business leaders, government representatives and 
Montana Ambassadors from around the state.  Also, join us at 
the Old Works on the 18th—help out, relax, and enjoy fun and 
great food.  See the enclosed registration form to sign up. 



2011 Board Members 
 * Executive Committee 

 
*Rick Edwards—Butte 

President/Chair of Board 
 

*Jeff Laverdiere—Helena 
First V.P./President’s Circle 

 

*Tagen Vine—Kalispell 
Second V.P. 
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Staff 
 

 Gloria O’Rourke 
Montana Ambassadors Coordinator 

 

Contact Us: 
 

Montana Ambassadors 

P.O. Box 722 
Anaconda, Montana  59711 

1-406-563-5353 

Email:  info@montanaambassadors.com 
http://www.montanaambassadors.com 

 

    
  

Message from your President: 

RICK EDWARDS 
 
 Well, the kids are out of school, and summer 
is upon us!  What a great feeling!  In Montana, we 
are truly blessed with many gifts, some of those    
being beautiful lakes and rivers, two premier national 
parks, many outstanding golf courses, and, of 
course, great weather (unless of course it snows on 
the 4th of July).  Because of these gifts, we have the 
opportunity to showcase our great state and attract new residents and 
businesses to Big Sky Country.  As Ambassadors, we should be    
looking for every opportunity to tout our advantages and lure folks to 
this fine state. 
 
We are gearing up for and looking forward to our 7th annual Business 
Open Golf Tournament.  Not only is this a fundraiser for the            
Ambassadors, it is also an opportunity to bring together leaders in 
business, government, and education in a social setting.  I would like 
to personally invite all of you to participate in the golf tourney on      
August 18th at the Old Works Course in Anaconda.  Even if you don’t 
golf, I still encourage you to attend and partake in the festivities.  I am 
certain that the Kalispell Chapter will be prepared to defend the trophy 
they won last year, and the other chapters will be loading up to unseat 
them.  Additionally, we will be hosting a networking opportunity at   
Fairmont on August 17th beginning at 6 PM.  Please join us to network 
and tell some great golf stories! 
 
As I mentioned in the last newsletter, I have three major goals for our 
organization in 2011.  First, we have heard loud and clear that our 
members want a clear focus and some tangible projects to work on.  
Based upon the Governor’s direction and our strategic plan, I believe 
that we have some things to ‘sink our teeth into’.  Additionally, we plan 
to meet with the Governor over the next few weeks to identify other 
opportunities for the Ambassadors.  Next, I want to improve the       
visibility of our group.  This will be accomplished through our efforts in 
genuine projects, the establishment of additional out of state chapters, 
the promotion of our golf tournament, and hosting major events across 
the state.  Finally, at the conclusion of my term, I hope that the         
Ambassador’s are just a bit better off financially than when I took over.  
This will happen through prudent management of our resources and 
the identification of opportunities that will make a difference.  I am 
happy to report that we are making progress in all three of these focus 
areas. 
 
In conclusion, I look forward to working with each of you.  This is a 
group, for the members, tasked with improving the economic livelihood 
of the state.  It is truly a privilege to serve as your President.  Have a 
great summer, and please be safe!!! 
 

      Rick Edwards  
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DISCOVER how Montana Ambassadors support the efforts of 
other groups to contribute to the economic vitality of the state. 

Rick Edwards  
also served as 

President in 2006.   

http://www.montanaambassadors.com/2011BusinessOpenRegis.doc
http://www.montanaambassadors.com/2011BusinessOpenRegis.doc
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CONNECT with us and discover the power and possibilities of 
conducting business in the great state of Montana. 

 

 

 

MONTANA AMBASSADOR 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Events, Trainings, Resources...and More 
 

Check out this FAQ page from Montana Department of Commerce.  It is a one-stop-shop for many business needs in 
Montana.  http://businessresources.mt.gov/brdfaqs.mcpx 

 
In need of flood recovery resources?  A statewide call was recently held by Montana Economic Develop-
ers Association that gathered Federal and State representatives.  A resource page follows a summary of the 
discussion. 

 
One of the best resources around is Montana Ambassador Russ Fletcher’s website at  

       http://www.matr.net.  A quick visit will explain why this website gets over a million hits per month. 
 

MT Governor’s Office of Economic Development (GOED) Legislative Review:  Evan Barrett, Montana’s 
Chief Business Officer for Governor Schweitzer, is traveling the state sharing outcomes and next-steps as a 
result of the 2011 Legislative Session.  A great meeting was held in June by the Missoula Chapter; Helena is     
hosting a meeting on July 13th.  Contact Chapter V.P.  Tom McGree for more information. 

 
Senator Jon Tester’s next Small Business Opportunity Workshop will focus on creating jobs by expanding 
opportunities for Montana’s entrepreneurs with a specific focus on women.  Tester’s workshop will be held on 
July 22 at Montana State University-Billings’ downtown campus, from 8 a.m. until 1 p.m.    Tester’s workshop 
is free and open to the public; RSVP at tester.senate.gov/workshop. 

 
Please join NorthWestern Energy and TechRanch on July 19 for an afternoon with Venture Capitalists and 
Private Equity Investors who are actively seeking investments in the Clean Tech and Energy sectors.  This 
event is part of the Montana Ener-Tech Alliance Speaker series.  For more information, visit 
www.montanaener-tech.org  

 

Save the date!  MT Ambassadors will be assisting with the Wind Energy Summit to be held in Big Sky      
September 25-28, 2011.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to Montana Tech’s Chancellor 
Montana Tech Chancellor Frank Gilmore retired     
recently and was named 2011 Montana Ambassador    
Educator of the Year.   
 
New to the position is Montana native Dr. Don    
Blackketter, joined by his wife, Vicki.   Both Don and 
Vicki were raised in Bozeman, Montana and are 
happy to be back in Montana.   
 
Butte area Montana Ambassadors have met the  
Blackketter’s and will no doubt encourage participation 
in this organization. 

L to R:  Montana Ambassador Jim Smitham,  
Chancellor Don Blackketter and Vicki Blackketter 

http://businessresources.mt.gov/brdfaqs.mcpx
http://www.medamembers.org/Flood%20Presidential%20Disaster%20Declaration%20CONF%20Call%20PA%206%2021%2011.doc
http://www.matr.net
mailto:tmcgree@azworld.com
http://tester.senate.gov/workshop
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?TechRanch/a2a0199d21/18800c4171/e16e084be0
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LEARN why Montana Ambassadors are a vital constituent to  
furthering the state economically and put the best interests  

of the state before their own. 

 

Frank Gilmore, Chancellor 

Montana Tech  

Your in
vitation.... 




